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Department of Elementary Education
Annual Report of Activities
2023-24

The department of elementary education organises visits, talks and workshops at regular intervals on
various themes that augment perspective building beyond the stated curriculum. Regular field trips,
assignments, and inquiry based projects aim to help students interface with the field and its varied
realities outside of the classroom. In the academic year, the Department of Elementary Education

organised four visits and educational trips. The details of the visits are delineated here below.
Field visits

A four-day visit to Bodh Shiksha Samiti, a centre for innovation in education, Ajmer was organised for
the third year students from March 13, 2024 to March 16, 2024. Fifty-four students participated in the
visit. The centre works for equity and quality in education through the community school or Bodhshala.
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Students visited the various schools and centres affiliated with the Bodh Shiksha Samiti and also
interacted with the community. The students interacted with the Bodh team members and field level
workers at Ajmer and discussed various aspects that included programme implementation, teaching-
learning processes, professional development of teachers, curriculum and pedagogy, research and
documentation and engagement with the community. Prof Mamta Singhal, Ms. Deepti Saini and Dr

Santosh Yadav accompanied the students during the visit.

A field visit to Amrit Udyan was organised for third year students of the Elementary Education
programme on February 20, 2024. Fifty-one students from the department participated in various
activities at Vividhta ka Amrit Mahotsav. The festival included a handicrafts fair, cultural performances,

art exhibitions, interactive workshops, a youth engagement zone and a north-eastern food festival.

A visit to Tilonia Bazaar on February 10,2024 for first year students of the Elementary Education
programme. The visit entailed interactions with the local craftsmen from Tilonia, tracing the journey of a
product from its inception and raw materials to the final product, issues and struggles that

craftsmen/women face in the contemporary realities. A total of 70 students participated in the visit.

As a continuity of the Story telling and children’s literature practicum, a visit to the international book
fair was organised by the Department of elementary education for the second year students in February
2024. A total of 49 students participated in the visit. Students interacted with authors and illustrators of
children’s literature, and participated in storytelling sessions, workshops, panel discussions, interactive

sessions, quiz, contests, etc.
Commemorative Days

The Department celebrated the National Mathematics Day 2023 on 19th December, 2023. To mark the

occasion, a movie screening of the movie “The Man Who Knew Infinity" was organised for the students.

The Department celebrated the National Science Day 2023 on 28th December, 2024. A panel discussion
was organised on Science education for a sustainable future. The panelists were Prof. Yukti Sharma, Dr.
Dinesh Kumar Sharma, Dr. Irfana Begum and Ms. Kamala Menon. The discussion focused on the impact
of human activities on climate change, the importance of sustainable development, and the role of
education in promoting sustainability. The panel emphasised the need for value-based education,

understanding agricultural challenges, and inclusive approaches to development.

A digital poster making competition was organised on the theme, “Science for All: Promoting Gender

Equality in STEM”. There were entries from several colleges and winners were provided certificates.
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Activities related to placement and student progression

An event titled ‘Beyond the Degree: Opportunities and Pathways' was planned on March 15, 2024. The
event aimed at facilitating final year B.EIl.Ed. students to make informed choices after completion of their
undergraduate programme. Students were provided information on various post-graduation programmes
related to the education and the social sector; and had been apprised about diverse career opportunities.
Speakers were invited who represented diverse institutions including Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University,
Delhi; Department of Educational Studies, JMI, Delhi; Mahindra University, Hyderabad; Theatre Artist,
Primary Teacher, MCD; Research Assistant, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, CSDS;
Consultant Psychologist and Resource Person for CBSE, NCERT, and NDMC and Assistant Professor,

Jaypee Institute of Information and Technology, Noida)

A placement event was conducted for the IV year students on March 5, 2024. Representatives from
Peepul Foundation, Uttam School for Girls and Aarambh Waldorf were invited to share the vision of their
school, job opportunities and related details. It gave opportunity to school representatives also to conduct

preliminary shortlisting of interested candidates.
Talks with experts from the field

An interactive talk was organised for the students and faculty members on the theme, ‘Children's Writing
and the Social Sciences on April 26, 2024. Dr Murari Jha presented thoughts, ideas and insights from his
doctoral research and prolonged field experiences. He shared data from his action research with
government school children on writing freely, and also shared samples of children’s writing with the
students. He critiqued the ‘copy culture’ prevalent in schools, and argued that to promote writing, copying

must be stopped.

The Department invited Ms Suneeta Dhar on May 3, 2024 to share her experiences and ideas on the
theme, ‘Girls empowerment and gender equality’. Ms Dhar spoke about gendered notions of work, rights
of workers, especially women workers, questions of inequality at work, glass ceiling and idea of
professionalism. The session was interactive and many students shared their own family and internship

experiences.
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